
             REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

OCTOBER 19, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS COMMISSION 

CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Jackie Wiswell, Meredith Laurent, 

Jose Escamilla, Jay West, Mike Shockey and Steve Ramos.   

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

 During attending citizens and their business, Steve Ramos, Moore County Journal, told the 

Commission that he published a story concerning a city dumpster. The bottom was rusted out and the 

resident said there was debris on the ground that she had to clean up. Mr. Ramos posted the picture and 

wrote the story.  Mr. Ramos said he took the information to the city manager.  Mr. Ramos said the city 

manager sent him an e-mail saying Mr. Ramos made the city look like idiots, and if the resident would 

have called the city the issue could have been resolved. Mr. Ramos forwarded the e-mail to the city 

commission with his comments. Mr. Ramos said he would like to address the comment the city manager 

said about the Moore County Journal casting the city in a negative light; and said he does not do that.  Mr. 

Ramos said for example, when Commissioner Willis discussed the idea of helping the YMCA by 

proposing to give the employees a membership to the YMCA. Mr. Ramos received complaints from 15 

city employees because they had heard about the memberships, and were angry because they did not 

receive a cost of living adjustment.  Mr. Ramos said he has not written anything about that because 

Commissioner Willis asked him to wait until the YMCA was on the agenda again. Mr. Ramos said the 

city manager told him that he would be less cooperative in the future. Commissioner Bodnar said he 

received a few calls about different communities putting “In God We Trust” on city vehicles and wanted 

to know if Dumas is going to do that.  Commissioner Bodnar told them he wasn’t aware of that officially. 

Commissioner Bodnar said he wanted the Commission to know about the calls.  

 

Commissioner Bodnar asked about a bill concerning the purchase of plywood to board up the old 

bowling alley property, which the city has done in the past. Commissioner Bodnar asked if these bills are 

sent to the property owners.  City Manager Arbie Taylor said no, but the city could. Mayor Sims said the 

bills do need to be sent and added to the amount the property owners already owe the city. A motion was 

made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and passed unanimously to 

approve the October 5, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills.  

  

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

City Secretary Kim Rehkopf presented park board minutes recommending the reappointment of 

two park board members.  Mayor Sims said John Haltom and Jessie Frausto currently serve on the park 



board and they would like to continue to serve. A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded 

by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to reappoint John Haltom and Jessie Frausto to the 

park board. 

 

Street Superintendent Jose Escamilla presented a Buy Board quote to purchase a new wheel 

loader.  Mr. Escamilla said the wheel loader has a five year warranty.  The current wheel loader will be 

kept as an extra. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Maples, and 

passed unanimously to approve the Buy Board quote of $144,606.58 from Warren Cat for a new wheel 

loader for the street department. 

 

 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 

 

 City Manager Arbie Taylor presented Brandt Engineers report establishing water in the city 

beginning in 1892.  The information was obtained from the museum and from city records. Mr. Taylor 

said there was a city water system before TxDOT took over the right-of-way on Dumas Avenue. Mr. 

Taylor said, with the commission’s approval, he would like to have Brandt Engineers write an affidavit 

for the Commission to execute, then forward that to TxDOT, and request they bare the cost of removing 

the utilities out of Dumas Avenue from 1
st
 through 14

th
 Streets. Mayor Sims asked if TxDOT would move 

the lines according to their engineers. Mr. Taylor said no, they would go by the city engineer plans. The 

consensus of the Commission is for Brandt Engineers to write an affidavit for the city to review, then 

send it to TxDOT with the documents obtained from city records and from the museum.    

 

 Finance Dottie Crockett presented the September financials.   

 

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A.F. Taylor, City Manager 


